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I. A tribute to the memory of the great Palestinian poet Mahmoud Darwish, whose poems shaped the 
cultural, national and political conscience of the Palestinians in their Diaspora. 
 
                                                  *********  
 
Here on the slopes of hills, facing the dusk and the cannon of time 

Close to the gardens of broken shadows, 

We do what prisoners do, 

And what the jobless do: 

We cultivate hope. 
********  

 

You, who stand in the doorway, come in, 

Drink Arabic coffee with us 

And you will sense that you are men like us 

You who stand in the doorways of houses 

Come out of your morning times, 

We shall feel reassured to be 

Men like you 

********  

 

[To a killer] If you had contemplated the victimõs face 

And thought it through, you would have remembered your mother in the 

Gas chamber, you would have been freed from the reason for the rifle 

And you would have changed your mind: this is not the way 

To find oneõs identity again 

********  

 

In the state of siege, time becomes space 

Transfixed in its eternity 

In the state of siege, space becomes time 

That has missed its yesterday and its tomorrow 
********  

 

The martyr warned me. Do not believe their ululations 

Believe my father when, weeping, he looks at my photograph 

How did we trade roles, my son, how did you precede me? 

I first, I the first one. 

 

                                                    (Under Siege by Mahmoud Darwish) 
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 II- Introduction 
 
òAn error does not become truth by reason of multiplied propagation, nor truth become error because nobody sees itó (M. 

Gandhi) 

 
 An on-going error multiplied daily by every sun rise since the first Nakba carrying a memory 
heavily burdened with so many tragic events shifted from the shoulders of an old generation to a new 
generation. This is the story of the unique Palestinian people, an extraordinary combination of human 
constituents, seen and categorized as figures for UN aid and relief operations. However, more than 
definite, they are humans, not less and not more. Shredded by force against their will into human 
clusters with different characteristics, they still constitute one and only one people. 
  
 First, the refugees who are divided into two categories, those from1948 and others from 1967, 
scattered all over the world, both include sub-divisions, composed of victims deported for political 
reasons or ran away for safety like those who recently flee Iraq.  
The second group includes those still living under occupation in their original land in the West Bank 
and Gaza, and those who are still living in their original land inside Israel, considered Israeli citizens, the 
so-called minority who constitute 20% of the population of Israel. Among the latter, you will find the 
internally displaced families who live close to their destroyed villages and towns since 1948 but not 
allowed to return. 
 Strong as their olive trees, relentless as the waves of their seas and permanent as their days 
and nights, they decided to keep on living and conquer the hideous death squeezing life out of their 
children, spreading disability on a wide range and choking every reason and logic to live, but against all 
odds and also evens, they still constitute one and only one people. 
 
 For 61 years every single aggression withered away without realizing its goal, all mass killings, 
thousands of unlawful imprisonments, deportations, stealing of land and water, uprooting trees, the 
caging wall, blockades, menacing checkpoints all dehumanizing efforts, humiliation and violations of all 
heavenly and worldly ethical values were powerless in dismantling their collective memory or in 
altering the fact of being one and only one people. 
 
 This is the core of the struggle, people are the most important and real aspect on earth and 
everything else comes later, humans are the beginning and the end, all other things are means to serve 
that end and ensure the wellbeing of all humanity that dearly endorses and maintains diversity, its only 
source for continuous knowledge, enlightenment and development. 
 
  Land is so precious but it is only a land, no one but its own people can turn it into a Homeland 
and Homeland is the common vision of those one and only one people. 
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 Everlasting wars are mercilessly launched against them; hardly a year passes without more than 
a war is launched.  Wars usually end up by negotiations and peace begins by negotiations, hence there 
is a short way to avoid blood shed and sufferings. 
History told us that no nation could live all its life by the sword, Israel can try but all this will be in vain, 
the solution is clear a Homeland for the Palestinians who by cultivating hope they remained one and 
only one people. 
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III_ Sponsorship 
òThey may mow down all the flowers, but they cannot stop springó    

                                                                                                       (Pablo Neruda) 

 
 
 They will always be the renewed spring, the catalyst for our efforts to create a better place for 
their growth, to give them brighter opportunities for a healthier, peaceful and just future. Those are 
our children the reason behind the endless struggle for survival. It is a blessing to watch them growing 
while their laughter is filling the air and the sound of their joyful playing echoing in the space 
cultivating continuous hope. 
The sponsorship continues with the generous support of sponsors coming from different countries, 
who had shared us all moments of worry and distress along with moments of joy when hope re-
appears penetrating the dark clouds wrapping our life. 
 

Sponsorship figures 2008 
 

Center No. of 
Children 

Females Males No. of 
Families 

Rashidieh 139 72 67 63 

Naher El-Bared 260 133 127 112 

Burj El-Barajneh 183 107 76 82 

El-Bus 59 30 29 26 

Burj El-Shemali 137 71 66 58 

Shatilla 127 69 58 64 

Beddawi 182 75 107 85 

Mar Elias 51 21 30 22 

Balbeck 77 35 42 41 

Ein El-Helweh 183 97 86 86 

Total: 1398 710 
51% 

688 
49% 

639 
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IV- Educational Services 
òThere is no greater wealth than wisdom, no greater poverty than ignorance,  

and no greater heritage than cultureó             (Ali Bin Abi Taleb)   

  
 Nothing can enrich wisdom, defeat ignorance, and build a great culture except education. 
Hence, our intensive care to maintain and develop all educational projects making sure that our 
children can receive the utmost benefit. Those services vary from pre-school education until university 
scholarships supported by partner NGOs and some sponsors in addition to informal education 
provided through special projects teaching life skills. 
 

             A- Remedial Classes 2008 
                   

 Educational efforts were concentrated on three levels 1st, 2nd, 3rd, grade, on an attempt to 
help children, build up, their basic knowledge in three topics, Arabic, English, and Mathematics. With 
the great help of UNRWA staff, teachers realized great improvement, which reflected itself on the 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ school performance and behavior as well as reassurance and relief to parents and families 
concerned. 
 
 Training for teachers: Two training workshops were organized through the support of our 
Japanese partner Campaign for the Children of Palestine. 
The first was done on 7.10.2008 with the participation of 28 teachers and 2 social workers 
The second on 4.8.2008, participants were 22 teachers and 3 social workers.  
Aims of such workshops were: 

¶ Provide the teachers with new techniques and skills. 

¶ Enhance coordination with UNRWA teachers 

¶ Detect any problems among the students who needed referral to a professional at the Family 
Guidance Center. 
 

 Coordination with UNRWA resulted in having two volunteer teachers who provided a special 
workshop for the teachers. This was an opportunity to pin point major problems facing the 1st grade 
students, and provide the remedial teachers with the necessary tools and techniques to tackle such 
problems. In addition, two meetings were organized with the Arabic and English teachers that resulted 
in planning a summer program at our centers for students who will begin their 1st grade at the 
beginning of the scholar year. 257 children were enrolled in the special program that lasted from 
August 15 until September 15 that also included different recreational activities. 
Cooperation with UNRWA teachers is continuous to follow-up ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪ 
together in solving any related problems. 
IƻƳŜ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ-up mechanism, enhanced 
mutual trust and most importantly ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎŜƭŦ-confidence. 
Finally yet importantly, coordination with other staff members like social workers and KG teachers is a 
continuous procedure in sharing experiences and knowledge for the well-being of the children. 
 Further, including the children in all recreational activities held at the centers and gifts presented to 
those showing better school accomplishment were positive encouragement initiatives on both the 
educational and mental levels. 
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Remedial Classes 
 

Center No. of 
Classes 

No. of 
Children 

F M No. of 
Teachers 

F M 

Burj El-
Barajneh 

3 50 32 18 2 2 -- 

Shatilla 6 107 54 53 3 2 1 

Mar Elias -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Burj El-
Shemali 

3 59 32 27 3 3 -- 

Rashidieh 4 71 39 32 4 3 1 

El-Bus -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Ein El-Helweh 6 104 42 62 6 6 -- 

Beddawi 3 49 27 22 3 3 -- 

Naher El-
Bared 

3 55 29 26 3 3 -- 

Baalbeck 3 58 22 36 3 3 -- 

Total: 31 553 277 
50% 

276 
50% 

27 25 
93% 

2 
7% 
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B. Classes for School Dropouts: 
 
Due to the continuous need and escalating number of students, leaving their schools at an early age 
and this is related to many reasons such as: 

¶ Low socio-economic level of families 

¶ Early marriages among girls 

¶ Physical disabilities, as UNRWA schools are not equipped for disabled children. 

¶ Negative peer pressure, negative school climate  

¶ Poor educational system and in some levels high standards are set that some students cannot 
reach. 

¶ Behavioral and emotional problems.  
   
 

 
 

Dropouts Classes 
 

Center No. of 
Classes 

No. of 
Students 

F M No. of 
Teachers 

F M 

Shatilla -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Mar Elias -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Burj El-Shemali 1 9 9  1 1 -- 

Rashidieh 2 30 18 12 1 1 -- 

El-Buss        

Ein El-Helweh 1 12 12 -- 1 1 -- 

Beddawi        

Naher El-Bared        

Baalbeck 1 14 14 -- 1 1 -- 

Total 5 65 53 
82% 

12 
18% 

4 4 
100% 

 

 


