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We travel like other people, but we return to nowhere 
We have a country of words.                                                 
 Speak; speak so we may know the end of this travel. 
 
Earth Poem 
Mahmoud Darwish-Palestine 
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1-Introduction  

 

Haven't you seen destroyed houses? 
And children dying over a flag pole? 
Looké.how long are the funerals 
Yet the coffins are too small            
(Tamim Al -Barghouti -Palestine) 
 

Yes the coffins are becoming too small carrying the torn bodies of Palestinian 

children as small as new born babies, in a world that is growing more brutal and 

merciless. War became a lucrative competitive business generating enormous profit 

not only creating extraordinary wealthy tycoons, but also involving brilliant minds 

capable of inventing the most sophisticated lethal weapons that would destroy and 

kill the greatest number in a blink of an eye. War zones are rapidly mushrooming, 

subsidized by the growing trade of ruthless mercenaries provided through private 

security enterprises working on a worldwide scale. 

 

With great surprise and shame we come across heaps of reports published by 

different UN agencies that cost millions of dollars, yet all efforts to stop or reduce 

this insanity are worth not a single dime. 

 

The UN report on the "Impact of Armed Conflict on Children" states the following 

facts:" "Civilian fatalities in wartime climbed from 5 percent at the turn of the 

century, to 15 percent during the World War I, to 65 percent by the end of World 

War II to more that 90 percent in the wars of the 1990's" The report explains 

additional horrifying facts. 

 

"Over 110 million land mines plus millions more unexploded bombs, shells and 

grenades threaten children in at least 68 countries. Children are particularly 

vulnerable to land mines in many ways, if they are illiterate or too young to read 

signs of warning, they are also far more likely to die from their injuries than are 

adults. Maimed children who survive, few will receive prosthesis that keeps up with 

the continued growth of their stunted limbs." Then the hideous reality hits even 

deeper: "Once laid a mine remains active for 50 years." Hence one can figure out 

how many generations of children and civilians will remain in constant danger. 

 

The above is only the repulsive truth about the physical rupture, but combining that 

with the psychological impact the situation becomes disastrous. Along a period of 

over 31 years our staff has been dealing with traumatized children and mothers 

carrying deep horrendous scars due to a ferocious violence of unmatched level.  Not 

only childhood is being denied for those kids, but constant repulsive emotions and 

attitudes are being stimulated by force into their small hearts and minds through 

horrible experiences brought by every round of aggression they witness and carry its 

consequences for the rest of their lives. 
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When children experience the horrifying strikes of air raids more than the relaxing 

sound of music, when kids spend their free time searching between the rubble for 

empty bullets and remnants of shells instead of joining a football team, when the 

little ones language is adorned by words and terms related to the kind of weapons 

and artillery ammunition or missiles instead of terms re basic human values, when 

they know that after the appearance of the MK (surveillance plane) an air strike is 

approaching more than the knowledge they get in their miserable schoolsé.when 

that is their bitter reality what kind of destiny can likely be anticipated? 

 

Naher El-Bared was the next chapter in our people's record of tragedies, in which our 

partners shared all the sad moments and participated generously in the emergency 

relief operations that are still on-going, due to the unparalleled level of total 

destruction of the camp.  BAS center with its two destroyed stories and damaged 

equipment is still occupied and by no means are we able to start any operation of 

removing the rubble to start reconstruction works. 

 

 However, if you cannot change fate you can certainly face it to improve the quality 

of life which is always a catalyst to start something new. El-Bared center was 

destroyed, El-Buss came into life, and the new social/cultural center in El-Buss camp 

in the city of Tyre was opened at the beginning of autumn 2007 with a clinic for the 

Family Guidance center. 
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2-Family Happiness Project 

 

Their war kills 
Whatever their peace 
Has leftover               (B. Brecht) 
                                                  

Every day is a proof and every crisis is an additional indicator to the extent and 

horrendous nature of the problems facing our people. In no way can we abandon our 

families and children. Family Happiness the aim will always be, and from anguish 

our people are able to generate hope no matter how fatal their false peace can be. 

                                                                          

2.1 Sponsorship 

 

Although the number of sponsored children was declining during the past few years, 

it showed substantial increase last year due to many factors, mainly Naher El-Bared 

crisis and secondly the increasing number of families considered hardship cases who 

are in constant need for support especially when the father suffers from chronic 

illness and securing medication becomes a heavy burden for the families concerned. 

 

Moreover, the sponsorship project is still considered the basic project on which all 

other projects and programs were built on to answer the needs of the sponsored 

children and families, but those projects developed along the years to reach out a 

wide range of beneficiaries and filled many gaps in the social, health, cultural and 

educational services available for the Palestinian community. 

 

 

                                                   Sponsorship 2007 

 

Center No. of  

Children  

M F No. of 

Families 

Shatilla 128 61 67 69 

Burj El-Barajneh 175 77 98 80 

Mar Elias 51 29 22 24 

Ein El-Helweh 181 82 99 85 

Burj El-Shemali 147 67 80 64 

El-Buss 49 24 25 23 

Rashidieyeh 135 63 72 61 

Beddawi 186 109 77 86 

Naher El-Bared 235 109 126 103 

Baalbeck 73 40 33 40 

Total 1360 661 

48.6% 

699 

51.4% 

635 
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2.2 Educational Services: 

Learning can alter a person like no other gift on earth. Knowledge is the key to 

success and the only gate towards development. Learning how to play a musical 

instrument can open a world of creative expression, learning a new language gives us 

the joy to live in diverse places; learning history helps us to comprehend everyday 

events and avoid repeated error. Learning is the gateway to develop a profession, 

build friendships, progress in life and roam the whole world freely. Learning is 

advancement that happens inside our brains; nothing was or will ever be parallel to 

the gift of knowledge. 
 

a- Remedial Education:  
Education reform can definitely change the world of tomorrow; hence the cost of 

remedial education turns into profit once school performance and achievement of 

students improve. 

UNRWA students are still exhibiting more special learning needs hence the 

continuity of this project was crucial to follow-up the plan for improved school 

results and lower level of school drop outs. 

Funded by our Japanese partner of the Campaign for Children of Palestine, a five 

days workshop took place to develop and enhance the skills and teaching techniques 

of 25 teachers responsible for the remedial education project. 
                                              

                                                   Remedial Classes 

 

                                    

Center  

No. of 

Classes 

No. of 

Students 

M F No. of 

Teachers 

M F 

Shatilla 2 24 6 18 2 2  

Burj El-

Barajneh 

3 56 27 29 3 3  

Ein El-

Helweh 

5 88 37 51 5 -- 5 

Burj El-

Shemali 

4 97 49 48 4 2 2 

Rashidieyeh 4 90 50 40 4 2 2 

Beddawi 3 45 30 15 2 -- 2 

Naher El-

Bared 

3 60 27 33 3 -- 3 

Baalbeck 3 58 36 22 3 -- 3 

Total 27 518 262 

50.5% 

256 

49.5% 

26 

 

9 

35% 

17 

65% 
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b- School Drop Outs Classes 

Reasons from dropping out from schools are varied among those: 

¶ Financial need 

¶ Early marriages among girls 

¶ Poor parent-child relations, parents or siblings dropping out from schools 

¶ Negative peer pressure 

¶ Negative school climate or setting high standards that some students cannot 

reach. 

¶ Poor educational system in need for in- depth reform. 

Obviously some of those students might develop behavioral problems such as defiant 

disorders, low self esteem, apathy, depression and other symptoms. 

It is also important for those who want to join any vocational training course to 

obtain a certain level of education according to the profession he/she wants to 

achieve. 

 

School Dropouts Classes 

 

Center No. of 

Classes 

No. of 

Students 

M F No. of 

Teachers 

M F 

Shatilla 1 15 -- 15 1 -- 1 

Mar Elias        

Ein El-Helweh 1 14 -- 14 1 -- 1 

Burj El-Shemali 1 14 -- 14 1 -- 1 

Rashidieyeh 2 26 6 20 1 -- 1 

Naher El-Bared 1 15 2 13 1 -- 1 

Baalbeck 1 14 -- 14 1 -- 1 

Total:  6 98 8 

8% 

90 

92% 

6  6 

100% 

 

 

¶ Classes for girls with special needs one class in each of  

 

Burj El-Barajneh   14 girls  1 teacher 

Beddawi    16   1 

Ein El-Helweh    16   1 

 Total                                                   46                                 3 

 

 

 


